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1 McAllen-Edinburg-Mission, TX 
                   

87.6  221.1 M 3 7 

2 Tulsa, OK 
                    

85.1  436.6 M 36 10 

3 Lafayette, LA 
                    

84.1  151.2 M 7 14 

4 Durham-Chapel Hill, NC 
                    

82.3  291.0 M 7 19 

5 Kansas City, KS 
                    

81.1  446.4 M 11 22 

6 Corpus Christi, TX 
                    

80.8  182.8 M 28 23 

7 Baton Rouge, LA 
                    

79.2  377.4 M 10 27 

8 Shreveport-Bossier City, LA 
                    

77.6  180.1 M 14 33 

9 Anchorage, AK 
                    

76.7  169.7 M 43 35 

10 Mobile, AL 
                    

74.7  183.3 M 34 37 

 

2009 How We Pick the Best Cities for Job Growth 

By Michael Shires 

This year's rankings continue the methodology used last year, which emphasizes the robustness 

of a region's growth and allows the rankings to include all of the metropolitan statistical areas 

for which the Bureau of Labor Statistics reports monthly employment data. They are derived 

from three-month rolling averages of U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics "state and area" 

unadjusted employment data reported from November 1998 to January 2009. 

The data reflect the North American Industry Classification System categories, including total 

nonfarm employment, manufacturing, financial services, business and professional services, 

educational and health services, information, retail and wholesale trade, transportation and 

utilities, leisure and hospitality, and government. 

http://www.newgeography.com/users/michael-shires
http://www.forbes.com/home_usa/


"Large" areas include those with a current nonfarm employment base of at least 450,000 jobs. 

"Midsize" areas range from 150,000 to 450,000 jobs. "Small" areas have as many as 150,000 

jobs. One community in last year's top small MSA group grew enough that they are now 

considered a midsize MSA: Charleston, WV. 

This year's rankings use four measures of growth to rank all areas for which full data sets were 

available from the past 10 years -- 336 regions in total. The Bureau of Labor Statistics, however, 

no longer reports employment detail for MSAs with employment levels less than 30,000 in its 

monthly models, resulting in shifts as MSAs were dropped. As a result, this year's rankings can 

be directly compared to the 2008 rankings for MSAs for the large and midsize categories, but 

there are some adjustments needed for year-to-year comparisons in small MSA category. In 

instances where the analysis refers to changes in ranking order, these adjustments have been 

taken into account. 

The index is calculated from a normalized, weighted summary of: 1) recent growth trend: the 

current and prior year's employment growth rates, with the current year emphasized (two 

points); 2) mid-term growth: the average annual 2003-2008 growth rate (two points); 3) long-

term trend: the sum of the 2003-2008 and 1998-2002 employment growth rates multiplied by 

the ratio of the 1998-2002 growth rate over the 2003-2008 growth rate (two points); and 4) 

current year growth (one point). 

 


